
 
 

 

Homework Policy  

 

Introduction  

We believe that regular homework is essential for fostering key skills and reinforcing the 
learning that occurs during the school day. It forms a crucial part of the broader partnership 
between parents and the school, enhancing classroom learning. When parents actively 
support their children's independent learning at home, the overall educational experience of 
the pupils is significantly enriched. 

 

Aims of homework at RPPS  

• To consolidate and reinforce learning which has taken place in lessons; 

• To provide pupils with opportunities to complete pre-learning or pre-reading ahead of 
new teaching material 

• To develop study skills, for example revising key concepts, that will support pupils as 
they move on in their education.  

• To provide pupils with appropriate challenge to extend their learning; 

• To give pupils the opportunity to develop their creativity; 

• To encourage personal research 

• To develop confidence and self-discipline needed for studying independently. 
 
Pupils are set homework that is relevant, effective and challenging. Feedback is given to 
pupils on their homework in accordance with the school’s Assessment and Pupil Feedback 
Policy.  
 

Homework will involve some or all the following activities: 

• Reading: independent, shared or paired reading, with possible activities to 
reinforce comprehension and understanding of texts as children progress through 
school. 

• Spellings and vocabulary extension: learning sounds and spellings; activities to 
apply spelling rules and patterns to extended tasks. 

• Research into an aspect of the curriculum as preparation for, extension to, 
consolidation of, or follow up to work carried out in class. 

• Flipped learning: children view teaching materials in advance of the work that will 
be covered in their next lesson. 

• Learning number facts and practice of calculation, including problem solving 
(multiplication tables, number bonds, etc..). 

• Written assignments. 

• Handwriting. 



 
 

 

• Other tasks to extend work done in class, including topic-based work. 
 

School’s responsibilities  

• Ensure that pupils are set homework on a regular basis and in manageable amounts 

• Set tasks which meet the school’s aims (see above) 

• Provide feedback to pupils in accordance with the Assessment and Pupil Feedback 
Policy. 

• Follow up with pupils who repeatedly do not hand in their homework on time. In the 
Upper School, pupils should miss a section of their playtime to complete their 
homework. If pupils in either the Upper and Lower school are found regularly to not 
complete their homework, parents should be contacted.  

• In the Upper School, ensure that pupils write their homework in their Homework 
Diaries. Some children (for example those with SEND) may need pre-printed stickers 
with homework set to go in their diaries.  

 

Pupils’ responsibilities  

Lower School 

• Concentrate and persevere for the required amount of time;  

• Act upon feedback from the teacher. 
 

Upper School 

• Record in the homework diary the necessary details about the homework; 

• Take home all books and equipment required to complete the homework; 

• Concentrate and persevere for the required amount of time; 

• Hand in the completed homework at the appropriate time; and 

• Note and act upon feedback from the teacher, verbal or written. 
 

Parents’ responsibilities  

• Provide a suitable working environment and a regular routine; 

• Discuss homework and assist in planning and organising time; 

• Provide support with the task where necessary (but not doing the task for them) 

• Encourage and promote independent work habits 

• Communicate with the Class Teacher or Subject Teacher via the Homework Diary if 
problems arise or if additional help was necessary 

• Establish an understanding that homework is an important and serious aspect of 
school life and the pupil’s responsibilities. 

 



 
 

 

Homework expectations  

 
Children will bring home reading books every day. Parents are asked to ensure these are 
returned when requested. In addition, children will be given tasks to support learning in 
English and maths lessons, and occasionally to extend learning in other subject areas. 
Homework can also be set using Seesaw, through SharePoint, or on online platforms such as 
MyMaths or Atom.  
 
Homework tasks will depend on the age and ability of children, but in general terms the 
following can be expected: 
 
Reception: Reading activities differentiated to pupils needs. Half termly newsletter identifying 
ways that parents can support learning at home in other curriculum areas. 

Homework evenings 

Tuesday to Friday - Sight Words, Tricky Words, Phonics (if child is reading-ready) later in the 
year. 
 
Year 1: Spellings, sight words and daily reading sent home every week. One activity for Maths 
per week (starting Autumn 2). 

Homework evenings 

Tuesday - Sight Words 

Wednesday - Spelling and Phonics  
Thursday – Maths  
 
Year 2: One activity for each English and Maths. Daily reading and weekly spellings. 

Homework evenings 

Monday - Maths (due Tuesday) 
Wednesday - English and Spelling (due the following Monday) 
 
Year 3: One activity for English and two for Maths, daily reading, weekly spellings and times 
table practice.  

Homework evenings 

Tuesday- Maths (due Wednesday) 
Thursday- English (due the following Monday) 
Friday- Maths (due the following Monday) 
 
Year 4: One English activity and two Maths activities per week. There will also be a focus on 
reading, weekly spellings, and times table practice. 

Homework evenings 

Tuesday- Maths (due Wednesday) 
Thursday- English (due the following Monday) 
Friday- Maths (due the following Monday) 



 
 

 

 
Year 5: Two Maths, two English activities and one Reasoning activity. There will also be a 
focus on weekly spellings, reading and vocabulary. 
As children progress towards Year 6 ,they may often be given additional activities, and this 
will also include 11+ revision. It is expected that parents encourage greater independence as 
children move into Upper Key Stage 2. 

Homework evenings 

Monday- English (due Wednesday) 
Tuesday- Maths (due Wednesday) 
Thursday- English (due the following Monday) 
Friday- Maths (due the following Monday) 
Reasoning is shared on the day that it is taught, and the children have a week to complete it. 
 
 
Year 6: Two English activities a week (approx. 2hrs in total), Two Maths (approx. 1h45 in 
total) and One Reasoning. One Science activity each week after February half term. 

Homework evenings 

Monday- English (due Wednesday) 
Tuesday- Maths (due Wednesday) 
Thursday- English (due the following Monday) 
Friday- Maths (due the following Monday) 
Reasoning is shared on the day that it is taught, and the children have a week to complete it. 
 
The main content in Lower School will be English and Maths. As pupils progress through the 
school, other subjects will be included in the homework. A homework timetable for each year 
group will ensure different subjects are allocated to different nights.  
 
Pupils are also encouraged to read each night and the amount of time will be appropriate to 
the age of the pupils. They should either read aloud to a parent or carer or read on their own. 
Where appropriate, parents are invited to make a suitable comment or sign the pupil’s 
reading record / homework diary.  
 
All pupils from Year 1 to Year 5 will be expected to learn weekly spellings (or phonics). 
 

 

Holiday Homework  

At RPPS, we recognise the importance of rest, family time, and opportunities for pupils to 
recharge over holiday periods. We believe that a well-rested child returns to school ready to 
learn, and that holiday time should support both personal development and academic 
consolidation in a balanced way. 
 



 
 

 

Half Term Holidays 

No additional homework is set over half term breaks (other than the Autumn half term for 
Year 6). Pupils are encouraged to read widely and often, and to continue practising their 
weekly spellings (where applicable). This supports ongoing language development without 
placing unnecessary demands on families during shorter breaks. 
 

Christmas, Easter and Summer Holidays 

For the longer holiday periods, optional homework is provided to help consolidate key skills 
and maintain learning momentum. These tasks are designed to be manageable, purposeful, 
and engaging, and are not formally marked by teachers. A mark scheme is provided so that 
parents can support their child’s learning and offer immediate feedback where appropriate. 
 

• Reception, Year One and Year Two: Pupils receive a range of tasks focused on 
comprehension, grammar, spelling and maths. These activities are designed to 
reinforce key concepts taught during the term in a fun and accessible way, supporting 
foundational literacy and numeracy. 

 

• Year Three and Four: Consolidation tasks are provided in comprehension, grammar, 
spelling and maths, encouraging growing independence and the reinforcement of 
core skills. 

 

• Year Five: In preparation for 11+ assessments, pupils receive targeted tasks in 
comprehension, grammar, and maths. Holiday homework may also include practice 
11+ papers to build familiarity with exam-style questions and develop problem-
solving strategies under timed conditions, as well as online tasks set on Atom.  

 

• Year Six: During the Christmas holidays, pupils receive targeted 11+ and interview 
preparation tasks. Over the Easter holidays, the focus shifts to the school production, 
with homework centred around line-learning and rehearsal. 

 
All holiday homework is optional but encouraged, allowing families the flexibility to balance 
academic reinforcement with rest, enrichment, and quality time together. 
 

Homework Diaries  

In the Upper School, pupils will have a diary that contains a homework timetable detailing the 
nights on which each subject is set. The homework for each night should be recorded in the 
diary. Parents are asked to check their child’s diary regularly and to sign it weekly. The 
homework diary is also a means of communication between home and school, and parents 
may wish to add brief comments, if appropriate. If homework is regularly taking longer than 
the allocated time, then parents are asked to notify the school. Class teachers and parents 
are asked to sign the homework diary weekly. We expect that all work and books that are 
sent home are treated with care. 



 
 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation  

To ensure a consistent approach to homework throughout the school, homework that is set 
on paper should always be taken home within a homework folder or homework book, and 
act as an extension or consolidation of the child's work. Every piece of homework should be 
marked according to our Assessment and Pupil Feedback Policy and sent back home for the 
child to reflect on.   
 
Subject leaders should also monitor and evaluate homework when carrying out book looks; 
therefore, teachers should expect to hand them over with their exercise books and receive 
relevant feedback on the standard. 
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