Ravenscourt Park Preparatory School

Policy on Private Tuition

Introduction

Private tuition can take a variety of forms. Some children with specific learning
needs may benefit from additional one-to-one support outside of school which
will help them to consolidate or embed their learning. Private tuition can boost an
individual child’s confidence in a particular subject. Some parents enlist the
services of a private tutor to increase a child’s chances in obtaining a place at a
particular selective school.

Policy statement

Ravenscourt Park Prep School does not support tutoring that is designed to
artificially raise a pupil’'s performance at 11+ or for other entrance examinations.
Our view is that, if a child needs to be tutored to gain entry into an academically
selective school, then it is likely that it is the wrong school choice for them in the
long run, and this will adversely affect their mental health. In addition, some tutors
will use different methods and approaches which may be different from those
used at RPPS, which can be confusing for the child. There is also a risk that a child
becomes dependent upon the support from their tutor and loses the motivation to
‘struggle’ when they are stuck on a question, preferring instead to have an instant
solution to the problem. This does not lead to effective long-term learning habits.

Where a child has a specific learning need, additional one-to-one support may be
of benefit to the child. The Learning Support Department may recommend that
parents arrange for external private tuition to meet this specific learning need.
Once the child has made progress with this aspect, RPPS recommend that the
tuition stops at this point to avoid the child becoming dependent on his/her tutor.

Keeping Children Safe in Education (2026), our School’s Safeguarding Policy and
our Staff Professional Code of Conduct all emphasise the importance that teachers
must uphold clear boundaries with both children and parents to avoid any
behaviour that could be misinterpreted or lead to safeguarding concerns. This
includes avoiding overly familiar relationships or communication outside of
professional contexts.

To ensure that clear professional boundaries are upheld and to avoid conflicts of
interest, RPPS teachers will not be permitted to provide private tuition to pupils
currently enrolled at the school from 1 January 2026.
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